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In This Issue:

What We've Done

COMMUNITY CENTER REFURBISHING

NEW SWINGS AT THE MARINA
DREDGING OF HOWELLS CREEK

NEW CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

Works in Progress
* REVISING THE CODE BOOK
* REPAVING & REPAIRING ROADS
* FIXING THE BULKHEAD AT HO HUM

In the Planning Stage
e MARINA WAVE FENCE DESIGN
e COUNTRY CLUB PROJECT
e NEW EV CHARGING STATION

Non-Profit Spotlight
EACH ISSUE FEATURES ONE... THIS TIME
IT'S THE GATEWAY, A LOCAL TREASURE

Know your Bellport History
BEFORE THE REVOLUTION HERE:
FROM WHALING TO SAILING

The Scooter is edited by Lucy Danziger
with Christine Novelli, Katie Mehrkens and
the Village staff. Printing and mailing by
Searles Graphics.

Have a story idea? Email Christine
@Cnovelli@bellportvillageNY.gov
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Greetings from Village Hall

HELLO, SUMMER!

Everyone at Village Hall has been busy! We finished the refurbishing
of the Community Center with a grant for $187,500 (new curtain,
window treatments, new stage and flooring etc.) and we just confirmed
a new grant of $500,000 to repair more of our roads. The trustees work
hard for you and make important decisions about the governance of the
Village. There is a Trustee Election and we want you to choose who
serves the village for the next four years. (See more info on page 7)

Our current budget is now approved, and includes investment in
vital infrastructure, our need to raise matching funds for important
grants and increased expenses. (See more info on page 3)

We devote a great deal of time and consideration to the
operation of the Village, and we appreciate any and all involvement
fromm homeowners. We want to thank those who take the time to show
up to meetings and those who serve on committees, commissions, and
boards. We are also grateful to residents who volunteer their time and
skills to our local non-profit organizations.

Thank you to one and all who give their time and generous
donations! It wouldn't be Bellport without your involvement! Let's all
have a great (and a safe) summer!

- Maureen Veitch, Mayor



SUMMER 2026
Important Updates

What's entailed:

This license is designed to
protect renters and
homeowners alike, by
: : S 5 g s % making sure the property is
AL I\ G ERNT T e © in compliance with NY state
: 3 AN %  safety laws, for example:

Smart smoke detectors
outside each bedroom
CO2 monitors

Gate to pool should open
out, swing shut

Motion sensors on doors
to pool area

For homeowners renting out their homes for any length of time, there is a new Safety locks on windows
Village code requiring owners to obtain a rental license, (aka the Rental Registry) that open to pool area
to ensure that all rental homes meet safety standards and comply with NY State
fire and safety codes. It's a simple process and requires basic safety measures.

Homeowners are required to obtain a rental license before any tenant moves into a property. The process
involves submitting an application to the Village Building Department and having an inspection by either a
Village Building Inspector or a licensed architect or engineer. Please start the process (if you haven't already),
to make sure your rental license is in place before your renters show up at Village Hall seeking IDs to use the
ferry or other amenities. Contact Marylou Bono at Village Hall at (631) 286- 0327 to get started.

Project Updates: The Country Club Plans and The Marina

What's going on with the Country Club project? It's underway. The Marina Project: This has been a long process, but progress is
We are looking at upgrades to the tennis facilities for our tennis being made. The next step is to review the environmental impact
players as well as the golf course and golf facilities such as the study and then we can begin to consider designs for the wave

pro shop, which is in dire need of attention. fence, which we will share as soon as we receive them.

As for the catering and food service at the club, no decisions ~ The Marina Grantis a $2.8 million Community Project Funding grant
have been made. We are in discussions to figure out the best ~ from the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to

way forward, and that will include many of the suggestions enhance marine storm resiliency. The grant covers 75% of total

that you have presented during the fact-finding period. costs, which means we need to come up with another 25% or about
Without promising the moon, we hope to deliver the stars. $950K.

We will have more to announce soon about the plans for this ~ This is on top of the cost of fixing the bulkhead at Ho Hum, which
treasured asset. Stay tuned and do keep the dialogue open was severely damaged by recent \fvjnter storms and punisl?ingvice.
with the Trustees while we continue this important process. These assets are key to our amenities and we need to maintain

Our goals are to meet the needs of the members and the them or we risk losing access to the beach and marina we all value.

community.
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Community Updates

BELLPORT BY
THE NUMBERS

Charge it, Please!

8 Powering Up: New
EV Charging Station
Is In the Works!

Thanks to our enterprising Environment Committee, Bellport is hoping
to get a grant to install an EV charging station in the public lot (south of
Porter’s) to accommodate two EV’s charging at one time.

An EV charging station will stimulate business within the commercial
district, which is vitally important, because more visitors and guests with
EVs will be able to visit Bellport and charge up their vehicles as they dine
or shop, without having to leave the Village.

Last year Bellport was awarded a $15,000 grant to purchase a new
electric vehicle (aka “Mister Hooper") that is used by the dock guards to
regulate activity at the marina during heavy traffic times such as Friday
night concerts, sailing regattas and summer holidays.

Thank you to the members of the Environment Committee: Marc
Rauch (chairman), and members: Jean-Damien Lury, Johnny Knapp,
Howard Read, Darcy Stevens, and Dava Stravinsky (horticulture advisor),
for your tireless work in trying to get us this new amenity.

Want to show your gratitude? Please participate in the 1000 Yards
initiative by planting native plants in your yard, pledging to not use
harmful chemicals on your lawn (t

contaminate our water, causing al

For more info on 1000 Yards initiative, please check out
beliportvillageny.gov/bellport-environment-committee/.

Let's talk about taxes...

When it comes to costs, Bellport Village is no different than anywhere else. The village is
feeling the pinch of rising prices across the board. The Board ratified a 2026-2027 budget of
$6,729,125 (up from $6,139,256 last year), with property taxes paying for roughly two thirds of
that, reflecting an 11.9% increase. That translates to a rise of $29 per month per household, says
Village Treasurer Darcia Palmer. The increase reflects a combination of unavoidable costs and
overdue investments.

“We must take care of Village assets we all use, roads, storm drains and our waterfront infrastructure,” Mayor Veitch says.
"Recent winter storms exposed deferred maintenance and created expensive, urgent needs. We just found out that the
Village secured a $500,000 grant to help offset road repairs, but that amount doesn't cover everything we need to fix."
Storm damage has been especially costly. The bulkhead at Ho Hum Beach suffered serious damage over two winters
and now needs substantial structural repair. The Village also faced higher snow removal expenses after two massive
Sunday blizzards, which added operational costs. On top of that, rising prices for materials and diesel fuel have increased
construction and service bills across the board.

Deferred maintenance has grown from nuisance to necessity. Streets, storm drains and other capital investments are
now required to avoid larger future costs. Meanwhile, Village reserves have been drawn down over recent years. “To
maintain a favorable credit rating and be able to borrow affordably, we must hold some reserves,” Mayor Veitch notes. The
point is we have to maintain the Village every year.

We obtain grants wherever possible. One grant for $187,500 just paid for the refurbishment of the Cornmunity Center,
including refinished flooring, fire-proof drapes, window treatments and paint. We have been reimbursed!

Attendance at budget meetings has been light. \We encourage people to attend the meetings. That process starts in
January for the next fiscal year. Please keep your eyes out for notifications on the next budget cycle.

The budget is now available online on the Village website (bellportvillageny.gov) or pick up a printout at Village Hall.




Happy 250th
Birthday
America!
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Meanwhile, in
Pre-Revolutionary
Bellport ...

From Whaling
to Sailing

Long before Captain Thomas Bell and his brother I
Captain John Bell arrived in the 1820s, this was a T NTRe
quiet backwater with no roads, purchased in 1664 by S S S . 5
Richard Howell and John Cooper from Chief small boats would steer %Whﬂl“lﬂ' stallo]l N“ 7
Tobaccus of the Unkechaug tribe. In 1680 Thomas whales that swam too = it
and Jonathan Rose (a barrel maker for the whale oil close to shore up onto COAST OF LONG ISLAND.

Whaling was a shore- a5
based activity launched

trade) started buying up large parcels in Fire Place the beach to harvest the REGULATION .
(now Brookhaven) and Occumbomack. In 1720 RibbIOFO L AnE Shtn ylien s g hale 1 RECl dlic procseas siall bodlrlded,
Justice Brewster bought a 2,000 acre plantation AT S for N Ouechalf 1o BEbart 7 Smith, and (be Femaiader ta the
us . g 1 i p scrimshaw. The crews the boats; these steering and heading (hew, shall
that is now Bellport Village for farming and split the proiits, as the I:.‘.”."":'..’?.?,;‘.’.‘;l'.‘i;.:i'F:":“.‘:.’.‘,;"L,"f.f,‘!.‘.".‘..‘,;‘..‘.“f per=
. . . - - - ks oy .
harvesting salt hay, according to Trish Foley, director poster at right details taci, RO RAIEd and nay eapisred, anly sie detlar

of the Bellport Brookhaven Historical Museum. g St alanstiagele arg el
The earliest documentation of whaling in the area 3 2
dates back to the 1660s when the settlers asked the b, EGBEBT T‘ SM ITH'
Unkechaug people to teach them how to capture
right whales that had beached or swam too close to i e A
shore and could be harvested. For decades, crews of : _ Capiaing John Rna
Europeans and tribesmen worked together, with : . Thamnas Ballwere
enslaved people, to harvest the bounty from “drift” : = sent by a salvage
whales that had died or become sick and beached. it & company to recover
Early records show that the local tribes people B what was left of a
and settlers worked together using sturdy i Ahspranwcle, They
decided to settle

rowboats to steer the whales through the Inlet. : Fiuie: LIt w o
Once there, they would harvest the oil and bones, ’ For ERRir Iivn ?
valuable commmodities for trade. Most of these = x 0 families (below) and
shore-based whaling operations were centered out - v j- "Rt established a
of the Manor of St. George, an estate that was a 1693 A PR maritime economy.
land-grant to Colonel William "Tangier" Smith. .They nmed the,,

village “Bell Port.
Shore-based whaling ended when the inlet
closed in the late 1700s and gave way to Bellport's
early maritime economy, based on boat building,
trade and maritime insurance. Eventually Bellport
attracted boat builders, sailors, and sea captains.
Captain John and Thomas Bell arrived in the 1820s
to salvage what was left of a shipwreck and ended
up staying. They built a large house for both their
families (on what is now the parking lot south of
Porters) so their wives and children could live
together while they were at sea.

July 4, GL.




Top: Sailing regattas in
the early 1900s.
The calm, shallow
waters of the Bay made
Bellport a popular spot
for leisurely sailing for
generations.

The protected
wilderness of Ho Hum is
one ofthe unique draws
to Bellport's shores.

Trains started running
to eastern Long Island
in the 1840s, allowing
travelers a new way to
get to Boston by ferry
from Greenport.
The first train to
Patchogue from
Brooklyn arrived in
1870 and to Bellport in
1882, bringing sailing
enthusiasts and those
seeking a respite from
the city. Visitors
stayed in large hotels
(the Bay House, above
and the Wyandotte,
left) or private
cottages, returning
year after year,
fostering a vibrant
social scene.

Timeline: From “Bell Port”

in 1834 to Bellport Village

Earliest Whaling Records: A 1696 ledger
known as “the Pigskin Book" in the collection
of the Barn Museum of the BBHM, records in
great detail accounts of the local whaling
expeditions up through 1721, including amount
of pay owed to crews members. One poster in
the Barn collection explains the way the
captains divvied up the bounty: The spotter
who sounds the first sighting gets Five Dollars
if the whale is landed, but One Dollar if it was
not caught; the men who steered or rowed the
boats to corral the whale received Three
Dollars each. (A dollar in 1700 would be worth
about $80.50 in purchasing power today.)

A Maritime Economy: Brothers Thomas and
John Bell settled in the area in the 1820s, and
by 1829, they had established a grid of land
parcels for sale and streets that would
ultimately become the layout of the Village.
They named it Bell Port in 1834, The name
became one word in 1871. It was incorporated
as a Village in 1910.

A Casual Retreat for Sailors & Boaters: Long
before the LIE existed or cars were owned by
all, in the 1880s through the early 1900s the
train brought people to Bellport who sought
bay breezes, a sailing paradise and pristine
beaches. By the 1920s, large hotels dotted the
shoreline, including the Bay House (the
bandshell now sits on the site of what was its
porch) and the Wyandotte Hotel and Cottages
(which stood to the east of the main dock.)
Ho Hum's Unique Situation: Ho Hum Beach
lies at the south shore of 16 acres of land
between the bay and the ocean that was
purchased by the Village in 1963, the year
before the establishment of the Fire Island
National Seashore (FINS). FINS was created to
protect the eastern end of Fire Island from
being developed by Robert Moses. who had
planned to extend Ocean Parkway all the way
to Westhampton,.

A Protected Wilderness: The land purchased
by Bellport now sits within the Otis Pike High
Dune Wilderness, a federally designated
wilderness that includes 8 miles of protected
land from the site of the Watch Hill stables on
the west to the Ranger Station at Smith Point
State Park on the east. It is the only federal
wilderness in New York State.

For more great Bellport history and
artifacts, visit the BEHM Barn Museum,

open Saturdays all summer.
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Since 1950, the Gateway has been drawing
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