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Welcome to The Scooter,
Winter 2025-2026 Edition
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STAY IN THE KNOW IN BELLPORT

People say they love The Scooter. That's great to hear. We send it
As we look ahead to 2026, | want to out four times a year to every mailing address we have for
residents in the Village, and you can access it online at our website
(www.bellportvillageny.gov) or pick up a copy at Village Hall.

It's been a busy year!

share some of our recent
accomplishments, both visible
and behind the scenes, and
provide updates to several
important projects.

Here are three other ways to stay in the know:

1. SIGN UP FOR THE WEEKLY EMAILS called “In the Know™ by
sharing your email when you visit Village Hall, or sign up on the
Village website. We have about 850 subscribers and growing. The
“In the Know" email is where you hear about the events of the
week ahead.

In this issue, you'll find updates on:

+ The Marina Project

* The Country Club Plan 2. COME TO BOARD MEETINGS, usually held on the fourth Monday
* Flood Abatement Work of the month. You can find the full schedule on the website. This is
+ Short-Term Rental Rules where you'll hear about what's being discussed or considered by

» Ongoing Road Repairs the Board. The agenda is always online in advance so you can

+ Employee Handbook and check it for anything you're interested in learning more about.
Village Code Mote: Residents are invited to speak brleﬂy at each Board Meeting.

. ﬁpprﬂciﬂﬂﬂﬁ for Our Talented 3. FOLLOW ME ON INSTAGRAM.
Department of Public Works If you follow me, that will

further incentivize me to post
| want to wish you all a very Happy more often about the daily
Holiday season, and remind goings on in and around Village
everyone: Let's all shop local! Halll Find me on Instagram

@bellportmayorveitch. BN OY [ . ;.
- Veitch
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From the Mayor's Notebook

LOOKING BACK & PLANNING AHEAD

Dear Neighbors,

As we approach the end of another year, I'd like to take a moment to
reflect on where we've been, what we've accomplished together over
the past two and a half years, and where we're headed next.

When | first took office, Bellport Village was in need of some care
and attention — physically, organizationally, and administratively.
Much of what we've accomplished since then may not always be
visible to residents, but it's work that has strengthened the
foundation of how our village operates every day, making it safer,
rmore efficient, and providing systems that will serve the Village for
years to come. Here's what we've accomplished so far

Restoring and Organizing Village Hall

One of our first priorities was to bring Village Hall back to life — both
as a workplace and as a symbol of our community. Inside, we cleaned
and refreshed the space for our staff, many of whom had been
working in less-than-ideal conditions. Cutside, we completed major
improvements: new shingles, wooden shutters, and landscaping
designed by local resident and volunteer Brian Sawyer. Phase one of
our native tree plantings is complete. Next, we'll move on to Phase
two — new plantings and ground cover, both for appearance and
improved drainage. These changes are meant to last for decades.

Building Better Systems

We've made major strides in how the Village functions day to day.
We're currently testing a new system to log, assign, and track resident
complaints, ensuring that every issue is followed from start to
resolution. No last paperwork — now we'll have a clear, shared view of
what's been done and what still needs resolution.

Universal filing system for important Village documents

What that means is that now every contract, record, or permit can be
easily found and updated. Whether it's the agreement with the Town
of Brookhaven for lifeguards or maintenance contracts for Village
properties, everything now has a consistent home. This is about
creating a transparent, professional foundation that will serve the
Village into the future,

There is much more work to be done, of course

The next phase will focus on investing in the modernization of Village
Hall's technology, continuing physical improvements, and expanding
our environmental and infrastructure projects.

I'm proud of the progress we've made — and would like thank our
Trustees, whose expertise and dedication help make the Village
run smoothly. As we look ahead, I'm excited to continue this
rmomenturm, with transparency, efficiency, and care for our shared
home.,

Sincerely,
Mayor Maureen Veitch

COMMUNITY CENTER
WORK IS ALMOST DONE!

We were able to revive a long-dormant
$187,500 grant from 2018 to make major
improvements to the Community Center.
The main work is substantially finished.
Using a pre-approved county contractor
allowed us to move efficiently without
going through a new bid process. The
results are already impressive: The stage
floor has been freshly sanded and stained
and the main floor has been replaced.
The final touches — new, fireproof
curtains and window treatments — are
next on the list. Once completed, the
Community Center will be fully refreshed
and ready to serve as a welcoming
gathering place for residents and guests.

BELLPORT BY
THE NUMBERS
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Meet Your Village Employees

Appreciation for Our Village Team!

| == Whloame ta [ 1} -

HO HUM BEACH THE GANG'S ALL HERE:

A rare day when the
entire Village staff got

together at the beach,

We value ALL our Village employees! We are grateful to those who work at Village Hall,
Dock Guards, Code Officers and at this time, we to give special thanks to those who work at
the Department of Public Works [DPW), since without them, we could never have made the
significant improvements at Ho Hum.
Our DPW employees continues to impress. They're skilled tradespeople
and do far more than sanitation services. They are welders, carpenters, painters, and builders
who take great pride in their work. Thanks to their efforts, Ho Hum Beach has seen major
improvements over the past year. They did all the work!

The beach shack and screened porch has been re-shingled and the restrooms renovated
to include an ADA- and family-accessible bathroom. What were once two small bathrooms
{with damp floors and unappealing fixtures) are now three bathrooms, offering better access,
clean floors, and added comfort for all beachgoers.

We installed a new solar panel system, which is a long-term investment in clean energy.
With $150,000 in funding from LIPA offsetting the $26,000 installation cost, the system will
pay for itself many times over during its 25-year lifespan.

Looking ahead, our next priority is repairing the bulkheading and bayside decking area,
which have been worn down by years of erosion-and last winter's shearing ice floats, This
critical work will be funded by the Village to preserve Bellport's waterfront assets. The full
project (estimated at $400,000 to $500,000) will restore the bulkhead and deck to ensure
safety and stability for years to come.

We also have a multi-year plan to rebuild the long boardwalk to the beach.

This phased approach will make the project manageable and is fiscally responsible. All this
work is focused on keeping Ho Hum Beach the cherished destination and rustic treasure it
has always been.

DPW 411 For the sanitation schedule, please go to the DPW page
on the Village website. For other questions call the DPW at 631-286-9360.

Remember: Cans should not be out earlier than & pm the evening before pickup
and all cans must be back inside your property by 9 pm on pickup day.
Mo garbage containers shall remain at the curb for more than 27 hours.




Important Ongoing Projects:

BELLPORT COUNTRY CLUB STRATEGIC PLAN

One of our biggest ongoing initiatives is the Country Club Project, which was prompted by the upcoming
expiration of two key contracts that support the Enterprise Fund — both set to conclude in 2027.

We began by commissioning a strategic plan from Purple Horse, which offered thoughtful recommendations
for unifying the campus. Rather than treating golf, tennis, dining, and other areas separately, the plan emphasizes
investing in the property as a whole, improving irrigation, and creating a cohesive, welcoming property for all
visitors. A summary of the report is available at Village Hall and online for anyone interested.

Community input has also been central to this project.
We hosted a public forum facilitated by WYHB Engineers,
which drew more than 200 attendees. Residents provided
feedback at stations focused on golf, tennis, food and
beverage, and other areas. For those who couldn’t attend in
person, a longer survey was offered — 283 residents
completed the online survey, providing invaluable guidance
for planning. The summary report of all this feedback is also
available on the Village website for your perusal.
Decision-making moving forward rests on three pillars:
the expert strategic plan, community feedback, guidance
from the Board, and a select group of knowledgeable
advisors. We anticipate that we will have a clear path
forward for the Country Club in the year ahead, informed by
both professional expertise and the voice of the community.

Maintaining and improving our roads is an ongoing and costly
undertaking, but it's essential for safety and accessibility
throughaout the Village.

In the past two years (2024 and 2025) we have resurfaced or
repaired over 3.4 centerline miles of Village roads out of a total
of 16 centerline miles, or approximately 21% of roads in the Village,
based on a "worst first” basis of priorities. We realize there is more
to do and we are constantly planning the next road repair work,
Every road repair involves more than just paving. Each drain
must be assessed and refurbished or replaced if necessary, as a
cost of $4,000 to $6,000 per drain. These improvements also
ensure compliance with a mandated DEC program (called MS4),
which requires regular reporting and maintenance of stormwater
systems. (The drains empty into the Bay, so are vital to our efforts
to help keep the environment clean.)

Looking ahead to 2026, we plan to complete several more
streets, with the goal of balancing improverments fairly across
the Village while addressing the areas in most urgent need. Our
wiork on roads and sidewalks is a long-term effort, and we are
committed to continuing steady progress for all residents.

Have a concern? Please come to General Board of Trustees meetings or listen in on the video link provided.
You can also read the minutes of every meeting once they are published.
The public has a chance to speak at general meetings if you show up in person. We welcome your comments!
For a full schedule check the calendar at www.bellportvillageny.gov



Update on Important Projects

COMPLIANCE & BEST
PRACTICES IN GOVERNANCE

In addition to visible improvements, we've
been addressing deferred operational
infrastructure necessary for the efficient
running of the Village.

The Village Codebook, written in the 1970s, is
being fully updated. We hired General Code to
review every section to ensure compliance with
federal, state, and local laws. Now the challenge
begins of adapting these recommendations to the
unique needs of Bellport. We'll be forming short-
term committees with key stakeholders from
Zoning, Planning, and ARB to review the updates
and provide feedback on each section. This careful
(attorney-vetted) process will ensure a modern,

Photo: Mike Busch

STATUS O‘F THE MARINA PROJECT' practical codebook for years to come.

WO‘RK' NG ON pHASE TW'O, DESIGN The Employee Handbook is also being uEdated.
We have completed a long-overdue revision of the

Here is the update on the Marina Project and 2022 HUD Grant: handbook, since our policies were 15 years old.

The Marina Project is well underway — and, for the first time ever, After attorney review, the revised handbook is

we began the process with a public meeting to gather input expected to be finalized In early 2026. Our

appreciation goes out to Trustee Lorraine Kuehn

directly from residents. It was well attended and became a . : :
for spearheading this project.

bBlueprint for future projects

We asked what people wanted to see at the marina, and while
that feedback is just one piece of our decision-making, it reflects
our ongoing commitment to transparency and community

Emergency Preparedness Plan is also being
updated. Such a plan is a critical part of keeping
the Village and its residents safe. We want to

engagement. Based on that input, we have made a few key design thank Trustee Steve Mackin who has been
decisions, including the type of wave protection to be installed. working to bring this plan up to today's standards.
In the coming weeks we expect to finalize Phase Two, which is

the detailed design work for the wave fence, with VHE Engineers. These improvements may not be visible, but they
After that, we'll move on to repairs of the docks and dredging. are critical to running a safe and efficient Village
Special thanks to Deputy Mayor Nathan Rohrmeier, who has government.

been instrumental in helping keep the project moving.

BELLPORT HISTORY
A View from the Bay:

Skaters in the 1930s

The Bay Houss, the large hotel seen here,
stood just west of the Bellport Marina. Built
in 1874, it accommodated 100 guests who
enjoved sailing, swimming, and spending
days at the beach. During the fall months it
hosted duck hunters, and in the winter,
guests enjoyed ice skating and scootering on
wooden ice boats,

In 1899, the Jewish Working Girls Vacation
Society bought the Bay House so that young
waomen could take the train out from New
York City to spend time by the shore, {In 1948,
it became a boys camp.) In 1350, investors
bought the hotel on behalf of the Village so
that it could be torn down to make room for
a park. The current bandshell was originally
part of the hotel's front porch.

Photo Courtesy of the Bellport-Brookhaven Historical Museum
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More News from Around the Village
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SHORT-TERM RENTAL RULES
ARE UNDER CONSIDERATION

Short-term rentals in Bellport have been a topic of concern, and the Village is
moving forward with a clear, fair, and enforceable appreach. The previous
administration’s short-term rental code was challenged and struck down by the
MNew York State Supreme Court.

Here is the process we are following, and the status:

Step 1. Removing the old rule from the codebeook, following the praper legal
process including attorney review and a public hearing. Status: Complete.
Step 2. The Village has established a rental license: Any homeowner who rents
out {for any period) their properties must register with the Village to ensure safety
compliance, such as the requirement for working fire and carbon monoxide
detectors. Status: Complete.
The objective is to provide safety for renters, since it ensures that the
homeowners have committed to a minimum level of safety. This license is
separate from any new rules limiting rental time-frames, which are still under
review, Status: Under Consideration.
Step 3. We are listening to the concerns of residents. Public input has been a
key part of the process, Complaints about short-term rentals have come from
some properties, ranging from noise and vandalism to over-occupancy. The
Village has addressed these incidents responsibly, working with residents and,
when appropriate, requiring restitution. Status: Ongoing.
Step 4. A transparent and open dialogue. Looking ahead, the Village will hold
work sessions and public hearings to discuss potential limits, including:
« Minimum or maximum rental durations (such as ten days to two weeks)
+ Freguency of rentals per year (such as six to eight times a year counting
separate groups)
« Penalties for violations (late night noise, unkempt garbage, too many cars on
road at night, etc.)
« Accountability for both renters and homeowners for potential violations and
fines {so homeowners are accountable to neighbors) Status: Ongoing.
The goal is to balance the rights of property owners with the quality of life for
neighbers, taking cues from similar communities on Long Island, as well as best
practices. These rules will ensure that all rentals operate safely, responsibly, and in
away that preserves the character of Bellpart for all the residents, including those
within earshot of the rental properties in the Village.
Special thanks to Trustee Michael Young for encouraging the Village to initiate
an open dialogue and transparent assessment of this process.
Have a point of view to share? Please emall Mary Pontlerl, Village Clerk, at
villageclerkdbellportvillageny.gov, who is collecting these emails. We will consider
all reasonable input before the Board maoves forward with a vote on the matter,

Flood Abatement and
Dredging: Howells Creek,
South Howells Point Road,

Otis Lane and Thornhedge

In addition to the 2022 HUD grant for
the Marina, Bellport received a 2024
HUD grant to address flooding and
erosion in four key areas of the Village.
Three portions of the funding focus on
the road endings at Otis, Thornhedge,
and the end of South Howells Point
Road, where we are implementing
measures to mitigate flooding. While we
cannot change the fact that these areas
are at sea level, we can create conditions
that allow water to recede more quickly,
reducing potential damage to homes
and infrastructure,

Another critical aspect of the grant
addresses erosion along Howells
Creelk, which has been impacting the
golf course, By the end of the year, we
expect to complete the dredging of the
creek, place. That area will be planted
with native grasses to stabilize the soil
and prevent future erosion. All of this
wiork will protect the landscape and the
golf course, a valuable community asset.
Finally, the bridge at the tenth hole
will be replaced within the next year.
We have the permits for this project but
had to wait until after the dredging was
complete.

These projects are key in protecting
Bellport's infrastructure, preserving
our natural resources, and safeguarding
important community spaces from now
and into the future,

Dredging of
Howells Creek
will help reverse
serious erosion




SHOP LOCAL FOR ALL
YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

Small Business Saturday landed on November 30th, but in Bellport,
every day is Shop Local Day! Here's a peek at our vibrant business district:

Belle Shear Cet Holiday-ready at the salon, where festive flair meets fabulous hair
Bellport Apothecary: Household items, fashion, and beauty essentials

liport Arts & Framing: Posters, frames, and artsy treasures galore

Bellport General: Chic beachwear, upscale toys, and gourmet goodies

Bellport Jewelers and Rarities: Estate jewelry, coins, and collectibles

Bellport Nails & Spa: Gift cards for pedicures, manicures, or back massage
Bellport Spa: Cive the gift of massages, facials, and wellness treatments
Bellport Wines & Spirits: A great selection of local wines and popular spirits
Copper Beech: Housewares, chic kitchen gadgets, soaps, and fancy foods
Cornell Auctions: One-of-a-kind collectibles, furniture, art, and antiques

It's Only Matural: Health foods, natural ingredients, smoothies and more

Kreb Cycle: Accessories, bikes, and gear for cyclists of all ages and abilities

Pat's Pilates: Gift cards to pilates. classes: mat, reformer, chair, barre, or 1-on-1
Pamela Lerner Home & Design: Luxurious furniture, home decor, and lighting
The Salting: High-end ready-to-wear crafted in the Village with European flair
Summer Salt: Surf style beachwear, casual resort clothes, accessories and more
The Village Silversmith: Unigue, handmade silver and gold jewelry

Tola: Laid-back beachy clothing, accessories, trinkets, jewelry, and Bellport swag
Salty Paws Pet Boutique: Treats or treasures for furry friends and their humans
Stark Naked Vintage: Luxury vintage iterms on curated racks of pre-loved treasures

Or, give the gift of fine art: Gallery 125, Marquee Projects, and Michele Mariaud

A gift card to your favorite eatery is always a delicious idea!

Please consider: Avino's Italian Table, The Bellport Restaurant, Brewport,
Brunchette Bagels, Café Costello, Carla Marla's, La Plage, Porter's On the Lane,
Uncle Joe's, or Win Lounge.

Safety Tips:
THE 9 O'CLOCK CHECK LIST

A friendly reminder from our friends at the Suffolk County Police Department:
The best way to deter a crime is to follow this evening routine:

Remove valuables from vehicles and lock cars
Remove key fobs and garage opener from vehicles
Lock all house doors and windows

Secure garage doors or any basement access

Turn on exterior lights and security system

Lock all sheds and auxiliary structures

If you witness a crime or are the victim of a crime, CALL 9711.
For non-emergencies, Suffolk County recommends calling 631-852-COPS (2677).

For local code issues, please contact Village Hall at 631-286-0327.




Did You Know?

Bellport Is the Birthplace
of the South Bay Scooter

The South Bay Scooter was first designed in
Bellport in the late 19th century when local
bay men and duck hunters developed these
unigue iceboats to navigate the Creat South
Bay's mix of ice and open water. Bellport bay
man "Captain™ Wilbur Corwin is credited with
inventing the original scooter in 1874, by adding
rmetal runners and a jib sail to a pumpkin-seed
shaped duck boat, creating a craft that could
"scoot” across ice, water, or both. (The Bay rarely
freezes uniformiy.)
The innovative design was used by the U.S. :
Life-Saving Service (now the Coast Guard) for . d ) Scooters Climbing
rescues, Eventually, larger sails were added ' ' St tiios

: ¥ : Bellport, 1904,
[along with a stern pike for better steering) and £l Fhoto courtasy of
the scooters began to be used for recreation ; - P - —— Suffolk County
and racing on the Great South Bay. Similar 4 2 Historical Society
iceboats are now raced on bays, frozen lakes i
and rivers all over the country. The South Bay
Scooter Club, founded in 1924, continues to
preserve and race these historic ice boats.

Winter Dates
DECEMBER

DECEMBER 6th: Breakfast with Santa 10 to 12 pm at the Community Center.
Tickets are $10 each. Please bring one unwrapped toy to be donated.

¢ b e . p ?#
DECEMBEER 6th: Annual Parade and Tree Lighting from 6 pm to 8 pm This annual event brings community members,
organizations, and schools together for a parade that culminates in the lighting of the Christmas tree at Village Hall.

DECEMEER 7th: North Howells Point Circle Holiday Tree Lighting ceremony from 5 to 6 p.m. This beautiful tree is
decorated and lit in Memory of Matt Palace, a friend and neighbor to all.

DECEMEER 13th: Bellport Holiday Stroll. This event includes a variety of activities and a card punch raffle to encourage
shopping at local businesses.

DECEMBER 18th: Celebratory lighting of the Menorah at 5:45 pm in front of the CVS parking lot in observance of
Hanukkah (which is from December 14th to the 22nd this year).

DECEMBEER 24th & 25th: Village Hall will be closed for the Christmas Holiday. Please check the website for when
Sanitation will be picked up on your street.

ALL MONTH LONG: Lighting of Bellport Village Main Street. Storefronts are decorated with LED white lights during the
holiday season. The displays are typically installed by Small Business Saturday to help illuminate the village.

JANUARY
JANUARY 1st: Village Hall closed for the New Year's Holiday December 31st and January 1st.
JANUARY 19th: Village Hall is closed in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day

FEBRUARY

FEBERUARY 2nd: Golf membership payments are due.

FEBRUARY 2nd: Boat slip payments are due. Please submit all documents (registration and insurance).

Remember that New York State now requires all boat operators, regardless of age, to obtain and carry a Boating Safety
Certificate. Go to https://parks.ny.gov/activities/boating [boating-education for more information.

LET'S HAVE A WONDERFUL HOLIDAY SEASON!
Happy Holidays to all of you from all of us at Village Hall.

The Scooter is edited by Lucy Danziger with the help of Christine Novelli and the Village staff.
Printing by Searles Graphics. Have a suggestion for a story? Please email CHovelli@BellportVillageNY.gov.




